
September Library Storytime 

 

Join us at September’s Library Story-

time! We’ll be reading some good 

books, making a craft, and creating a 

fun snack! Join us September 26 from 

9:30-10:30 AM. Children age 7 and 

under are invited to attend when ac-

companied by an adult. 
 

456 Sermon Notes 

Each Sunday, special note-taking sheets 

are provided for children in grades 4-6. 

Children can earn incentives for com-

pleting the sheets. To sign up, complete 

the form on the Children’s Ministry bul-

letin board and place it in the office 

drop box.  

 

What a Blessing! 

Did you know that our Sunday morning 

Pre-school rooms are bursting at the 

seams? God has blessed us with lots of 

young children who are excited to learn 

about Jesus! What a blessing! Would 

you like to get involved in sharing God’s 

love with these little ones? For more 

information, contact Heather Ensslen. 
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Making Allowances 
Everything you need to know about raising financially savvy kids in a material world 

By Debbie Noffsinger  

 

 

 

 

 

Awana is a ministry for children age two through sixth grade. 
Each Awana night is filled with energy, fellowship, and spiritual 
growth. The evening is packed with games, Scripture memory, 
singing, and a Bible message. Awana is held on Wednesday 
evenings from 6:45-8:15 PM throughout the school year.  

Our first official night of Awana will be Wednesday, September 2. 
You can register your children for Awana on any Wednesday 

evening that Awana is held. There will be a registration table in the main lobby at the beginning of 
the evening.   

FYI 

"Mom, can I have money for ice cream?" 

"Dad, I need more batteries for my CD 

player." Requests for money were be-

coming all too common in our house. So 

my husband and I set out to create an 

allowance system that would teach our 

three sons how to handle money. 

Our culture tugs relentlessly at the pock-

ets of our children. They are bombarded 

with messages that tell them to buy the 

latest gadget, the coolest clothes, the 

hottest music. And increasingly, our chil-

dren are giving in to those messages. 

While it's always been important for par-

ents to teach their children to be wise in 

their spending habits, it's essential for 

today's children to learn to be good 

stewards of their money. 

The most obvious way to begin building 

good money habits in our children is to 

give them some money of their own and 

teach them to manage it well. That's 

where allowances come in. Now some 

families choose to skip allowances alto-

gether, but for our kids, a regular weekly 

allowance has been the most effective 

way for us to instill valuable lessons 

about smart tithing, saving, and spend-

ing. Naturally we hit a few snags as we 

tried to find a system that worked well 

for all of us, but we learned some valu-

able lessons along the way. 

Setting Up  
Our initial plan was a no-brainer: the 

boys would earn their allowance by do-

ing chores around the house. They'd 

learn responsibility and we'd have help 

with the housework. It sounded too 

simple to fail. But boy, did it fail. 

There's a ten-year age difference be-

tween my oldest and middle sons. Our 

first plan was to give our oldest son a 

set allowance each week, but dock his 

pay if he failed to do certain chores—

just like the real world, we thought. Not 

making his bed would cost him 25 

cents; not cleaning his room would cost 

him a dollar. Unfortunately he wasn't 

very consistent in doing his chores, so I 

spent way too much time recording de-

ductions. (Lesson No. 1: Don't create 

more work for yourself: Develop a sys-

tem that runs on its own.) 

I soon tired of being the family account-

ant, so we tried other forms of allow-

ances for a while: No allowance at all 

after a set number of infractions, extra 

money only for what we thought were 

chores above and beyond the call of 

duty—like cleaning out the garage or 

shoveling snow. But each time the re-

sult was the same: not only did our son 

still have little to no money of his own, 

but calculating the amount he should 

receive for the week was just too time 

consuming for me. 

Allowances  continued on back page 
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This system has worked well 

for us. It's become a way to 

not only put an end to the 

seemingly constant requests 

for money, but we've found 

that it's helped all of us be-

come more purposeful in the 

way we handle our financial 

resources. 

Tithing and Saving 

The whole allowance ques-

tion is less about giving kids 

money and more about 

teaching them invaluable 

stewardship skills. So we en-

couraged our boys to follow 

the guidelines recommended 

by many Christian financial 

planners: they were to give 

10 percent to God as the Bi-

ble directs in Leviticus 27:30, 

put at least 10 percent in 

savings and investments, and 

learn to live on the remaining 

amount. 

Teaching children to be good 

stewards of their resources 

means helping them learn 

the difference between wants 

and needs. Once our sons 

had to "live" off of their own 

money, we noticed that they 

quickly learned to adjust 

their spending.  

Saving money can be a tricky 

concept for children, espe-

cially younger children who 

don't have a fully developed 

sense of time: "the future" 

doesn't really mean much to 

them. In her book, Kids and 

Money: Giving Them the 

Savvy to Succeed Finan-

cially (Bloomberg), author 

Jayne Pearl suggests using 

visual clues to help children 

Allowances continued from front  

After Son No. 1 left the 

house, we decided to try yet 

another plan for our two 

younger sons. We opted not 

to link allowances with 

chores. Instead, we explained 

to our sons that chores should 

be done because we are a 

part of the household, and the 

household functions best 

when we all work together. 

We gave them a set allow-

ance each week with the 

chance to earn bonus money 

for extra chores, like cleaning 

the bathroom. 

On the surface, this worked 

fine. But we soon noticed that 

not only were we paying al-

lowance but also handing out 

cash for movies or football 

games or pizza. These 

amounts seemed small when 

the boys asked, but they 

added up fast. So we revised 

our plan again. (Lesson No. 2: 

Hand out money once, and 

only once, per allowance pe-

riod.) 

This time, we decided to give 

the boys a sizeable increase 

in their weekly allowance, but 

we added the caveat that 

they had to pay for their own 

social lives. They could still do 

extra chores if they needed 

more money, but their days 

of getting an allowance and a 

loan from Mom and Dad were 

over. (Lesson No. 3: Stick 

with your plan for a while to 

let the kids get the hang of 

it.) 

Contact  
Information 
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  1 2 First Night of 

Awana, 6:45 PM 
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6 Promotion 

Sunday 
7 8  9 Awana, 6:45 PM 10 11 12 Truckers’ 

Jamboree 

13  14  15  16 Awana, 6:45 PM 17  18 19 

20 21  22  23 Awana, 6:45 PM 24 25 26 Library 
Storytime, 

9:30 AM 

27 28  29 30 Awana, 6:45 PM    
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ages 6 to 9 set financial 

goals. For example, if they 

want to save for a new toy, 

cut a picture of the toy out 

of a magazine or sales flyer 

and paste it to a clear jar 

that can double as a piggy 

bank. As they put their 10 

percent (or more) in the jar 

each week, they'll be re-

minded of what they're 

saving for. 

This same idea can help 

children understand what 

their tithes are for. Attach 

a picture of a missionary 

your church supports to a 

"tithing" jar, or walk 

through your child's Sun-

day school classroom and 

point out all the supplies 

his tithe helps pay for. 

These visual reminders will 

help your child understand 

that his tithe is an impor-

tant part of the work of the 

church in the world. 

No allowance system is 

perfect, but we've found a 

workable plan for our 

house. Our kids are learn-

ing the difference between 

wants and needs, and are 

discovering that being good 

caretakers of the financial 

gifts they've been given is 

an essential part of growing 

up with God. And that's the 

best lesson of all. 

 

This article first appeared in 
the December 2003 issue of 
Christian Parenting Today. 
Used by permission of Christi-
anity Today International, 
Carol Stream, Illinois 60188 

Upcoming Training Events 

On October 3, “Proclaim!” Awana 

Ministry Conference will be held in 

Elizabethtown. On October 17, 

Joni and Friends will be holding 

their Disability Ministry Summit at 

Calvary Church in Lancaster. For 

details, contact Heather Ensslen. 

 

Medical Information and  

Permission Forms 

Parents of children under 18 

should complete a form for each 

of their children. Forms are avail-

able on the literature table. Please 

return the complete form to the 

church office no later than Sep-

tember 30.  


