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Rio and the Family 

We are pleased to announce that be-

ginning September 5 we will be using 

an exciting new Sunday School cur-

riculum for our Kindergarten-6th 

grade Sunday School classes! This 

curriculum, called Rio, is published by 

David C Cook, the publisher of our 

current curriculum (which is called Ac-

cent). We are sure that you will find 

this new curriculum to be an encour-

agement and a help in your journey to 

raise your children to know and love 

the Lord.  

 

The following article will introduce you 

to some of the tools that Rio provides 

parents. For even more information 

about Rio and how you can use the 

material in your own home, plan to 

join us for a Parent Information Meet-

ing on August 15 at 6:30 PM.  

 

There’s a classic scene from the movie 

The Wizard of Oz that somewhat illus-

trates the shifting times in which we 

are living. Dorothy’s home has been 

swept up in a whirlwind and abruptly 

deposited in a land completely foreign 

to her. As she steps out of her house 

and into Oz, she tells her little dog, 

“Toto, I have a feeling we’re not in 

Kansas anymore.” 

  

Capturing the hearts of this genera-

tion for Christ is a growing challenge 

for the church today. Children and 

youth are asking tough questions 

about faith and they are no longer 

satisfied with answers that seem in-

congruent with the lives of churchgo-

ers they observe. The collision with 

other beliefs isn’t just something they 

read or hear about, but names and 

faces of people they play with and 

learn alongside. Our kids are growing 

up in a culture that no longer es-

pouses even basic Christian values, 

and everyday they are pressured to 

conform. We’re not in safe, Christian 

Kansas anymore. 

  

With so many ways for children and 

youth to be influenced by the values 

and beliefs of our culture, every mo-

ment they spend at church must 

have maximum impact. Even more 

than just knowing about God, our 

children need to know Him. They 

need flesh and blood people to show 

them what a relationship with God 

looks like in the every day. By focus-

ing on the spiritual development of 

the parents as well as their children 

and encouraging them to live out 

their faith so abundantly that the 

overflow spills out all over their  
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This overnight camping adventure, held August 2-6, is for children who have completed 3rd-6th grade. At 
camp, children will participate in incredible games, swimming, and other indoor and outdoor activities 
(including go carts!). They will experience fun times in small groups, in exciting worship, and in learning 
challenges from God’s Word. To register and for more details, pick up a copy of the “MythBusters Summer 
Camp” brochure that is available at the summer display in the church lobby. The registration deadline is July 
18. 

We have two spots open for young men (age 16 and older) to serve as camp counselors. If you are 
interested, please contact Heather Ensslen. 

FYI 

Wednesday Evenings this Summer 

We’re having fun on Wednesday eve-

nings! Children who are completing 

Kindergarten-fifth grade are invited to 

attend Heroes. Children ages 4-5 are 

invited to attend Veggies. Both meet on 

Wednesday evenings over the summer, 

6:45-8:30 PM. 

 

Volunteer this Fall 

As you begin to plan for the fall, please 

also begin to pray about your involve-

ment in our children’s ministries. We 

will have opening this fall in our Sunday 

morning PreSchool rooms and in the 

nurseries. We also are recruiting for 

Awana leaders and Kindergarten Sun-

day School teachers and assistants. If 

you would like to volunteer, contact 

Heather Ensslen for more information.  

  



Heather Ensslen 
Director of  

Children’s Ministries 
1660 Mine Road 

Paradise, PA 17562 

 717-442-8161 
heathere@calvarymonument.org 
www.cmbcchildren.weebly.com 

Contact  
Information 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 Heroes and  
Veggies, 6:45 PM 

8 9 10 

11 VBS, 6-8:30 
PM 

12V BS, 6-8:30 PM 13 VBS, 6-8:30 PM 14 VBS, 6-8:30 PM 15 VBS, 6-8:30 
PM 

16  17 

18 19 20 21 Heroes and 
Veggies, 6:45 PM 

22 23 24  

25 26 27  28 Heroes and 
Veggies, 6:45 PM 

   

July 2010 

nurturing of faith in the 

home and on the week-

ends truly becomes a 

partnership between 

parents and church. 

• Family Connec-

tions e-newsletter: 

We provide church lead-

ers with monthly emails 

to parents that encour-

ages them in their own 

faith walk, talks them 

through tough topics 

their kids may be deal-

ing with and gives them 

lots of ideas on how to 

create opportunities for 

family fun and faith. 

We hope you appreciate 

the products we’ve de-

veloped for a family-

friendly Rio and the 

heart of the philosophy 

behind them. Our 

prayers for you, your 

leaders and families is 

that you will grow in the 

knowledge and truth of 

Who God is and just how 

much He loves you. May 

every family become a 

harbor of hope and a 

spiritual sanctuary to 

this generation. “There’s 

no place like home” to 

learn about faith.  

For more information 

about Rio, visit http://

rio.davidccook.com/

riofamily.html  

• FamilyConnects 

card: This six-sided card 

is designed to sit on any 

table top in the home and 

is packed with the fun 

graphics and engaging 

language found on the 

back of cereal boxes. Kids 

and parents can use the 

card to provoke conversa-

tions that connect to faith. 

Every month’s card cen-

ters on a unified theme of 

the curriculum so that 

children across the age 

levels and their families 

can talk together about 

the things that matter 

most. 

• Rio Essentials: This 

robust website features 

loads of additional re-

sources for both leaders 

and families so that the 

The Egypt File VBS 
 

This year’s Vacation Bible School (VBS), The Egypt File, will meet each evening (6:00-8:30 
PM) during the week of July 11-15. Children from age 3 through those who have completed 
6th grade are invited to attend.  

• Pre-register: Complete “The Egypt File Registration Form” (which also includes the 

registration form for the parenting seminar) that is available at the summer display in 

the church lobby or sign up online at  www.cmbcchildren.weebly.com. Pre-registering 

will save you time in the registration line and will ensure that there are enough supplies 

for all children. 

•  Parenting Seminar: This year we have the exciting opportunity to host a parent 

seminar during VBS, led by House on the Rock Ministries. See above for information 

about registering (there is no cost to attend the seminar).  
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children, today’s church 

stands the best chance of 

passing on a vibrant, living 

faith to the next genera-

tion. 

Rio is committed to part-

nering with churches to 

equip families as they 

guide their children in dis-

cipleship and fulfill their 

biblical mandate to pass on 

faith to future generations. 

Intentionally integrated 

within lessons, leaders will 

find reminders to engage 

with families, to encourage 

kids to take home the faith 

lessons taught at church 

and to bring parents and 

families into important 

faith discussions. In addi-

tion, Rio provides the fol-

lowing family-friendly re-

sources: 


