
Good News Clubs in Pequea Valley 
 

CMBC will be sponsoring several Good 

News Clubs (GNC) again this spring. At 

GNC, children in the public school are 

able to hear a Bible lesson, a missions 

story, and a presentation of the gospel. 

The spring semester of GNC will begin 

March 22. The clubs will meet on Mon-

day afternoons from 3:15-4:45 PM at 

both Paradise and Salisbury Elementary 

schools. New leader training is available. 

If you are interested in volunteering as a 

leader for either of these clubs, please 

contact Heather Ensslen. 

 

Parent and Child Dedication  

A Parent/Child Dedication Service will be 

held during the second worship service on 

February 21, 2010. If you would like to be 

involved in this service, please complete 

the “Application for Dedication of a Child” 

card that is available at the literature 

table closest to the main office and return 

it  to the church office drop box. Contact 

the church office for more information 

(717-442-8161). 
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Growing a Praying Family 
How to tend to your child's budding faith 

By Susan Sorensen 

Special Events in February 
 

 

Library Storytime: Join us on February 27 from 9:30-10:30 AM as we read Sharing with You by Tish 
Rabe. We’ll learn that all we have comes from God and that He wants us to share with others! We’ll 
also design a fun craft and create a yummy snack. There will also be several other exciting surprises! 
Children ages 7 and under are invited to attend when accompanied by an adult. 

Awana Bible Quizzing: Bible Quizzing is a Scripture-memory event that motivates students to 
increase their Bible knowledge while giving participants, leaders and even parents an intense 
exposure to Scripture. Bible Quizzing will be held at CMBC on February 20. Registration will begin at 
8:30 AM and the event will begin at 9:00 AM. 

FYI 
Prayer is one of the most precious 

and sacred of all Christian disci-

plines. It is our way of sharing our 

hearts with our Creator. But there 

are many evenings at my house 

when our prayers are anything but 

sacred. Take our dinner prayers: Our 

7-year-old tests his grip strength on 

my hand, our 4-year-old sneaks 

food. Inevitably, we end up with a 

case of the giggles. Kids and prayer 

often combine to make for some, 

well, interesting moments. I believe 

that a thriving prayer life is one of 

the foundations of a child's spiritual 

formation.  
 

Last fall I was planting bulbs; dig-

ging, breaking up clods of earth, 

carefully placing the bulbs in their 

new home. I realized that my garden 

provided a wonderful model for pre-

paring the soil and planting the 

seeds that would produce fruit in the 

hearts of my children. 
 

Preparing the Soil  
My bulbs in the front yard came up 

better than the ones in the back. I'm 

not surprised; the back beds were 

full of clay. As much as I tried to 

break up the earth, the soil in those 

beds was still hard and lumpy. The 

front beds were soft and the bulbs 

flourished. If we want to grow pray-

ing families we need to be diligent 

in preparing the soil at home. That 

means we need to create an envi-

ronment where prayer is modeled, 

valued, and taught. You can do that 

in several ways: 
 

Schedule time to pray. Children 

catch the importance of prayer by 

watching the prayer lives of the 

adults around them. Make sure 

your children see that prayer is a 

priority in your life.  
 

Take an honest look at your 

own heart. Is it hard or soft to-

wards the Lord? When your children 

see you leaning on God in good 

times and bad, they are more likely 

to do the same. Show your children 

what it looks like to seek God. 
 

Take time to teach your children 
about prayer. On the surface, 
prayer seems like it should come 
naturally. But to be honest, most of 

us struggle with how to pray. One 
of the greatest temptations is to 
focus on what we need from God 
instead of taking time to praise 
him, thank him, and listen to his 
voice in our hearts. Our family has 
found it helpful to use simple acro-
nyms like PRAY (Praise, Repent, 
Ask, Yield) to guide our prayers. 

 Prayer continued on back page 

 



Talk about your own 

answered prayers. Be 

intentional about sharing 

the ways God is working 

in your life. If you're 

struggling to control 

your temper, let your 

children hear you ask 

God for help. Then, 

when you sense God 

helping you stay calm, 

thank him in the pres-

ence of your kids. Show 

them that God is an ac-

tive presence in your life 

and they'll follow suit. 

 

 

The continuation of 

Growing a Praying Fam-

ily will be featured in 

next month’s Kids’ Kon-

nection.  

 
This article first appeared in 
the June 2003 issue 
of Christian Parenting Today. 
Used by permission of Christi-
anity Today International, 
Carol Stream, Illinois 60188 
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Keep a spiritual jour-

nal. Record your chil-

dren's prayers, spiritual 

milestones, and answered 

prayers in a notebook. It 

can help all of you see 

God as a real part of your 

lives. It also helps children 

understand that they can 

trust God to care for them 

in good times and in diffi-

cult times.  
 

Volunteer as a fam-

ily. You don't have to do 

anything formal to make a 

difference in someone's 

life. Help your children see 

their prayers as a way for 

God to point them toward 

someone who could use 

your help. When your chil-

dren thank God for their 

toys or for cookies, ask 

God to help you find ways 

to share what you have 

with children who don't 

have many toys or good 

food to eat. 
 

Prayer continued from front  
 

Tilling the soil is hard 

work. It takes discipline 

and perseverance to pre-

pare our hearts and grow a 

praying family. It would be 

easier to skip this step, but 

it's essential. 
 

Planting the Seeds  
I planted my bulbs in Oc-

tober, but I had to wait 

until May to see my tulips 

bloom. Sometimes we 

plant seeds in prayer but 

the answers to our prayers 

seem slow in coming. 

Prayer involves patience 

and the willingness to trust 

that God will do what's 

best. That's why part of 

teaching our children 

about prayer is helping 

them learn to wait on God. 

Here are some ideas to 

help your children see God 

at work in their lives and in 

the lives of others: 
 

Contact  
Information 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 3 Awana, 6:45 PM 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 Awana, 6:45 PM 11 12 13 

14  15 16 17 Awana, 6:45 PM 18 19 20 Awana Bible 
Quizzing, 8:30 
AM 

21  22 23 24 Awana, 6:45 PM 25 26 27 Library Sto-
rytime, 9:30-
10:30 AM 

28       

February 2010 

Missions Fest Lancaster 

Home School Field Trip 
 

Missions Fest Lancaster, held at 

Lancaster Bible College, will be 

holding a “field trip” for home 

school children on February 19 

from 1:00-3:00 PM. The session 

will include a children’s rally and 

worship, revolving workshops, and 

a session with Kurt Jarvis. For 

more information and to register, 

visit 

www.missionsfestlancaster.org/

Page_MF.aspx?id=468963  

A Look Ahead to Summer 2010 
 

Plans for Summer 2010 are already underway! We are planning to hold Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) again this summer. VBS will be held in the evenings of July 11-15, 2010.  

We will also be spending a week at Kingdom Quest Camp (held at Camp Joy El in 
Greencastle, PA). This week-long overnight camp experience will be held August 2-6, 
2010 and is for children who will have completed grades 3-6. Watch for more details in 
the coming months! We are looking for several adults and teens who would like to serve 
as camp staff. If you are interested, please contact Heather Ensslen. 


