December Library Storytime

Join us for our Christmas storytime on
December |2 from 9:30-10:30 AM.
We’ll be celebrating Jesus’ birth, reading
“The Greatest Shepherd of All,” design-
ing a special Christmas craft, and mak-
ing a delicious treat. There will be a few
other surprises as well! Children age 7
and under are invited to attend when
accompanied by an adult.

Sunday School Christmas Program

On December 20, 9:30-10:30 AM, Chil-
dren in kindergarten—sixth grade are
invited to join us for this year’s Christ-
mas program, “Once Upon A Christ-
mas!” You’ll hear from Mary, Joseph, an
angel, and a shepherd and get to be a
part of the action yourself! You’ll also
create a special ornament to remember
the real reason for the season.

> Kids’ Konnection

December
2009

Begging for Myrrh
Stressed out by Christmas presents? Try this simple approach to godly gift giving.
By Trina Conner Schaetz

If you're like most Christian parents,
you enter the holiday season intent
on focusing your family's celebra-
tions on the "true meaning" of
Christmas. In an effort to maintain
some control over the lessons
learned at Christmas, my husband
and I have come up with a way of
giving gifts that seems to work
beautifully. On Christmas morning,
our immediate family takes time to
reflect on why we celebrate Christ-
mas. Each child receives three pre-
sents: one to represent gold, one to
represent frankincense, and one to
represent myrrh. As we open them,
we talk about the special significance
behind the gifts that Jesus received,
and how they symbolize Jesus as
King, as God, and as Savior.

Gifts of Gold

When Jesus was born, gold was even
more valuable than it is today. It
was a gift that was fit for a king or
someone of the highest regard.
What a great symbol it was for Jesus
to receive such an offering from the
wise men, as he is indeed the King
of kings and Lord of lords.

This Christmas, explain to your chil-
dren how the wise men's gift of gold
was significant to Jesus and his fam-
ily. Then give each child her own

"gold" gift. The present should be
something of great importance to
suggest how valuable your child is
to your family.

Gold gifts often end up being our
most expensive presents. For ex-
ample, a gold gift might be the bi-
cycle a child has been dreaming
about or the CD player she has
been saving for. For an extra treat,
wrap the "gold" gift in shiny gold
paper with iridescent gold bows or
ribbons.

Gifts of Frankincense
Frankincense is a white resin or sap
taken from the wounds of a tree
found in East Africa and Southern
Arabia. Today, frankincense is
known for its antiseptic, anti-fungal,
and anti-inflammatory properties.
No wonder people in ancient times
begged for it. Frankincense was
also a sacred substance. In Exodus
30:34-37, God specifically requests
that frankincense be used as sacred
incense in his Temple and forbids
the Israelites to use frankincense
for anything besides his religious
purposes. God commanded the Is-
raelites to place frankincense in
front of the Tent of Meeting to scent

the place where he had promised to
Myrrh continued on back page

CMBC Children’s Ministry Website

New this December! CMBC Children’s Ministry has a new website! This website will contaln mformatlon about
our ministries, as well as resources for parents to use as they lead their children [ i =
in knowing and serving God. One exciting feature of the website will be a
sermon follow-up that Pastor Reid will be posting each week following the
Sunday services. This feature will give parents some discussion questions and
interactive family activities to use to help their children apply what they have
learned during the Sunday morning worship service. There is a link to the

website from the church’s homepage (www.calvarymonument.org).
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